RHETORIC 233 | WRITING A LIFE

Instructor: Lauren Marshall Bowen
University of Illinois Department of English
email | lmarsha4@illinois.edu
office | 248 English Building
hours | Tues 12:15-1:15, or by appt.

Course Description1
Life writing encompasses many genres (diary, memoir, biography, chronicle, confessional poetry)
and media (print, web text, video). Life writing can serve important personal functions, such as
offering a sense of peace and closure, but it can also serve as a valuable tool for research and
social change. This class will explore life story research: a qualitative method of inquiry that
involves gathering narratives about life experience in order to expand knowledge of a particular
social or cultural subject. You will design, conduct, and write a life story research project in order
to hone your skills as a researcher, collaborator, and writer.
As an advanced composition course, Rhet 233 includes advanced writing and research activities,
such as anticipating audience, exploring stylistic choices, synthesizing and responding to material
from multiple sources, planning and shaping a draft, receiving and incorporating feedback,
revising, and editing. In short, you will be doing lots of writing in this class.
Readings
All course readings are available on Moodle, or else will be distributed during class.
Brodkey, Linda. “Writing on the Bias.” Writing Permitted in Designated Areas Only. Minneapolis,
MN: U of Minnesota P, 1996. 30-51. Print.
Davis, Dona L. “Unintended Consequences: The Myth of the ‘Return’ in Anthropological
Fieldwork.” When They Read What We Write: The Politics of Ethnography. Ed. Caroline B.
Brettell. Westport, CT: Bergin & Garvey, 1993. Print.
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Duffy, John. “Recalling the Letter: The Uses of Oral Testimony in Historical Studies of Literacy.”
Written Communication 24.1 (2007): 84-107. Sage. Web. 25 Nov. 2010.
Kirkland, Thomas. “Seduction and Betrayal in Qualitative Research.” Ethics and Representation in
Qualitative Studies of Literacy. Ed. Peter Mortensen and Gesa E. Kirsch. Urbana, IL:
National Council of Teachers of English, 1996. 3-16. Print.
Merriam, Sharan B. “What Is Qualitative Research?” Qualitative Research: A Guide to Design and
Implementation. San Francisco, CA: Wiley, 2009. 3-19. Print.
Duffy, John. “Recalling the Letter: The Uses of Oral Testimony in Historical Studies of Literacy.”
Written Communication 24.1 (2007): 84-107. Sage. Web. 25 Nov. 2010.
Reid, William. “There’s a War On!” Senior Citizens Writing II. Ed. Bill Reid. West Lafayette, IN:
Parlor Press, 2009. 157-76. Print.
Thompson, Paul. “The Voice of the Past.” The Oral History Reader. Ed. Robert Perks and Alistair
Thomson. New York: Routledge, 1998. 21-28. Print.
Woodward, Kathleen. “Telling Stories.” Doreen B. Townsend Center Occasional Papers 9 (1997).
1-17. University of California, Berkeley. Web. 9 Sept 2010.
Yow, Valerie Raleigh. “Preparation for the Interviewing Project.” Recording Oral History: A
Practical Guide for Social Scientists. Sage, 1994. 32-54. Print.
Policies
Grading
Your final course grade will break down as follows:
20% intergenerational life story project (includes attendance at OLLI meetings)
25% collaborative research project
15% short writing assignments (Moodle posting, literacy narrative, etc.)
15% class participation
25% final portfolio
Attendance
Because much of this course depends upon group work, you are expected to attend each and
every course meeting as a requirement for completion of the course requirements. Extensive
absences will negatively impact your final grade. Three weeks (6 meetings) of unexcused absences
will result in failure of the course. Absences due to athletic events or emergencies may be excused
on a case-by-case basis with appropriate documentation, such as an athletic letter or a letter from
the Office of the Emergency Dean. Updated 3/14/11: Arriving to class 10 minutes late or more
will count as an absence.
Late Work

You are expected to turn in all work complete and on time. Major graded assignments submitted
past the due date will receive only partial credit (I do not accept smaller homework assignments
late). If you believe you will miss a deadline, please speak to me in advance.
Academic Integrity
In this class, you will learn about ways to write in conversation with others: with your classmates,
with me, with your interviewees, with the sources you read. Drawing from other people’s ideas is
a central part of the academic research and writing process. However, it is crucial that you
acknowledge the work of others and incorporate their language in appropriate ways—and we will
talk about how to do this throughout the course. Moreover, while I hope it goes without saying, it
is expected that every assignment, no matter how large or small, is completed entirely by you. To
emphasize this point, here is the U of I’s policy on academic integrity and plagiarism:
The University of Illinois has high standards of academic integrity set out in Article 1, Part 4
of the University Student Code. According to the code, using words or ideas from another
source as if they were your own is plagiarism, a violation of academic integrity. Submitting
your own work for more than one course without acknowledgment can also constitute
plagiarism. Ignorance of the code is not an excuse, so if you have questions about the
definition of plagiarism, please consult the code at the following web address:
http://www.admin.uiuc.edu/policy/code/. The University Student Code also explains the
consequences of plagiarism, which can include suspension or dismissal from the university.

In-class etiquette
Although you are encouraged to bring technology into the classroom, sometimes those glowing
screens can be distracting. For that reason, please turn your cell phone OFF during class. Also, I
encourage you to bring your laptops to class; occasionally, however, I will ask you to close your
laptops so that we can hold a distraction-free discussion. For that reason, you should probably
bring something to write on (i.e., a notebook) for those moments.
My computer ate my homework!
If you have problems with technology when submitting homework to Moodle, remember you can
always email it, or print it and bring it in to class. For longer assignments, it would be a good idea
to save copies of your work (e.g., field notes, reading notes, outlines, drafts) somewhere off your
computer, such as your Netfiles account (http://netfiles.uiuc.edu), just in case you have a hard
drive error and lose your computer files. Since you have these options available to you, I will not
excuse late work because of technology problems, as this would be unfair to your classmates.
The Ethnography of the University Initiative
This class is participating in the University of Illinois Ethnography of the University Initiative (EUI),
a project that generates and collects student-driven research on the social and cultural dimensions
of university life and history. Your final project in this course and some of its supporting materials

will, with your permission, be collected as part of these archives, and preserved for the benefit
future researchers. For more information, see http://www.eui.illinois.edu/.
Moodle
During this class, we will be using Moodle, which is an online courseware service that will allow
us to share texts and communicate between classes. You may have used similar courseware
before, but if not, don’t be worried—it’s fairly straightforward, and we’ll spend some time
discussing how to use it. To sign into Moodle, go to https://courses.las.illinois.edu. If the course
does not immediately appear, click on “All courses” in the left side menu, then search for “RHET
233” in the search bar and choose our section. You will need to enter the following enrollment
key to gain access: gr3h7s
Other Important Resources
Writers Workshop
The Writers Workshop is a free service for writers of all ability levels, from first-year students to
faculty members. Highly trained consultants meet one-on-one with writers for 50 minutes to
discuss your work, at any stage of the writing process. To make an appointment, call 333-8796, or
stop by room 251 of the Undergraduate Library.
Undergraduate Library
The Undergraduate Library is ready and willing to help you with your research project. Stop by
during office hours (http://www.library.illinois.edu/ugl/help/officehours.html), or use the Ask a
Librarian service (http://www.library.illinois.edu/askus/) to get personalized assistance with finding
sources.
Disability Resources and Educational Services
Any student who has a disability and who can benefit from any adjustments to the classroom
should speak with me. If you haven’t already, you should also contact the Division of Disability
Resources and Educational Services (333-1970) for assistance with accommodations.
The Emergency Dean
If you have a serious situation such as a medical condition that is likely to affect all of your classes,
I recommend that you discuss it with the Office of the Emergency Dean at 333-0050.
Please note that all policies and statements in this document are subject to change. The instructor
will notify you in advance of any changes to this syllabus during the course.

